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Mr. Joe Bill Dickerson, who passed
away on March 24 at the age of 88.

Mr. Dickerson was raised in
Homerville, Georgia, in Georgia’s First
Congressional District, and truly
worked hard throughout his life to
make this world a better place.

After graduating from college with
an agriculture degree, Mr. Dickerson
enlisted in the Air Force, training in
chemical, biological, and radiological
warfare. He served in the Air Force
until 1953, when he went on to phar-
macy school at the University of Geor-
gia.

Mr. Dickerson served in many levels
of pharmacy. He worked in pharma-
ceutical sales, at a hospital, a local
pharmacy, and even became a phar-
macy professor at the University of
Georgia.

Today, pharmacists like myself work
throughout the State of Georgia who
learned their craft under the watchful
eye of an experienced Mr. Joe Bill
Dickerson. His expertise, colorful per-
sonality, and dedication to the better-
ment of others will truly be missed.

———

A GOOD DEAL, A BETTER DEAL,
AND A RAW DEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, it is
good to be back here on the floor to
talk about a good deal, a better deal,
and a raw deal. But before I get into a
discussion about how we can move this
Nation forward and how our colleagues
on the other side are really taking us
in the wrong direction, I want to put
this up for us to take a look at.

I suspect I caught your attention
having it upside down. I did that on
purpose.

I often start these discussions with
this. It is from FDR, one of his great
speeches. He said: ‘“‘“The test of our
progress is not whether we add more to
the abundance of those who have much;
it is whether we provide enough for
those who have too little.”

I keep coming to this because it is a
statement of values. It is a statement
of direction. It is a statement of what
I believe we should be doing as Mem-
bers of Congress and as leaders of this
Nation.

“The test of our progress is not
whether we add more to the abundance
of those who have much; it is whether
we provide enough for those who have
too little.”

My Democratic colleagues and I take
this to heart, and we try to structure
our policies, our programs, and the di-
rection in which we want our country
to go along this line, to make sure that
those in our Nation, those in our com-
munity, those in our States, and even
within our families, that they have
enough—enough of the wealth of this
Nation so that they can enjoy the
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fruits of their work, so that as they
labor that 8 hours or 10 hours or 12
hours a day that they put in, it pro-
vides them with enough income so that
they can have what we learned from
our Founding Fathers: happiness.

That is not where we are today. That
is not what is happening today. Yes,
the economy is moving. Yes, the unem-
ployment rate is down. But this Con-
gress has just passed a monumental tax
scam back in December, presumably to
grow the economy, and when you look
at that, it is not a better deal, which is
what we Democrats want for America.
We want a better deal, one in which
healthcare costs come under control,
where prescription drugs can be avail-
able, where we have a real infrastruc-
ture program that actually will build
the sanitation systems, the water sys-
tems, dealing with those communities
like those in Michigan that have con-
taminated water and those in my State
of California where the wells go dry—
and if they are not dry, those wells are
contaminated.
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We want a better deal for America so
that the minimum wage actually pro-
vides sufficient income so that a fam-
ily cannot only survive, but be able to
pay the rent, be able to educate their
kids, be able to put food on the table,
and maybe even have a vacation.

We want a better deal for America.
We want a country that is internation-
ally competitive. We want a better deal
for America’s mariners, not where the
maritime industry continues to decline
as it has for the last 20, 30 years, but
rather where it is built up.

Legislation such as I proposed that
would require that a certain percent-
age, a small percentage, of the natural
gas, one of our vital natural resources;
and our oil, another vital natural re-
source, that it be shipped overseas on
American ships with American sailors,
who can continue to provide the nec-
essary support for our military so that
our shipyards can build those LNG con-
tainer ships as well as the oil ships.

We want a better deal for America.
That is what we are here for. There are
so many things. How about an edu-
cation? Why should it be that here in
America the Federal Government pro-
vides student loans, not at the lowest
possible interest rate, which would be
the borrowing rate for the Federal Gov-
ernment plus maybe one-half of a per-
cent for administrative purposes, but
oh, no, our Federal Government
charges maybe twice as much as what
the Federal Government could actually
borrow money for. So the markup is
like 100 percent.

That is a raw deal for America. And
we tried to change that with policy
changes that would allow for the refi-
nancing of student loans. We want a
better deal for those students as they
come out of school, not burdened by
heavy debt, but, rather, able to start a
family, buy a car, buy a home, start a
small business. But oh, no, somehow
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our Republican colleagues won’t con-
sider refinancing student loans. Ameri-
cans are able to refinance their homes,
but not their student loans. Something
is wrong here. We want a better deal
for America. There are so many poli-
cies.

We want a strong, capable military,
but we also want a smart military. We
want a government that will protect us
from cyber hacking. Look what has
happened to America. We basically
have allowed the Russians to hack into
our energy systems, into our power
grids. That is not a good deal for Amer-
ica. So where is the Federal Govern-
ment stopping that? What action has
the President taken to protect our
electorate, to protect our policies?

There is one raw deal after another—
when we offer a better deal, an active
Federal Government that will protect
us in cybersecurity. That is what we
want. We can’t get it. We can’t do that
now because our Republican colleagues
are controlling the House. What they
offered us was a tax scam that is lead-
ing to one raw deal after another raw
deal.

Let’s understand exactly what has
happened here with this tax policy.
Perhaps we could see it best here. In
the tax scam, the GOP gives to the rich
and makes every other American pay
for it. They do it in just three easy
steps.

First of all, they cut taxes for the
rich. I don’t know what you have heard
about this tax deal that passed with
great fanfare just before Christmas and
the President went down to Mar-a-
Lago just after he signed it. He talked
to all of his rich buddies and said: I
have made you so much more wealthy.
Indeed, he did—$1.5 trillion-plus, plus
more than that. Tax cuts, who got
them? Eighty-three percent of all of
that money went to American corpora-
tions and to the top 1 percent—$1 tril-
lion and more. It is a raw deal for
Americans—a tax scam of unprece-
dented proportions, foisted upon the
American public as though somehow it
would be good for them. That is step
one.

They said this tax bill will pay for
itself. The essence of trickle-down eco-
nomics is what it was. And so what is
the next thing that happens? Well,
when they passed this bill, there wasn’t
a deficit hawk to be found on the Re-
publican side of this House. Not one
word did I hear from the deficit hawks
as they ramped through this tax scam
without one public hearing here in the
House of Representatives. No account-
ant came in, no tax lawyer came in on
a public hearing. Slam, bang, done. It
was done—done in for Americans.

Oh, the deficit hawks weren’t
exterminated. They are not an endan-
gered species. They just simply mi-
grated out of town. Guess what? They
are back. The deficit hawks are back,
and they are back with a vengeance.
They are back with a plan that will rip
the guts out of programs that Ameri-
cans depend upon: Social Security,
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Medicare, Medicaid, food stamps. Oh,
yes, they are back, because they ex-
ploded the deficit.

They exploded the deficit. We will
have close to a $1 trillion deficit this
year. It started at $440 billion before
the great tax scam and now added on
to it. Next year—let’s just take a look.

People say: Oh, you are just a politi-
cian. You are just up here talking.
Here is some real news, not fake news.
Real news. And this comes from—well,
let’s see, “Republican tax cuts to fuel
historic deficits: CBO,” reported by
Reuters, April, 2018.

“Deficit to top $1 trillion per year by
2020, CBO says,”’ reported in The Wash-
ington Post, April 9, 2018.

““CBO: GOP policies add nearly $1.6
trillion to deficit,” Axios, April 9, 2018.

Here is one in The Wall Street Jour-
nal: ‘. .. wider than previously ex-
pected budget deficits and a mostly
temporary spurt in economic growth.”
Real news, not fake news.

So the deficit has exploded and so the
deficit hawks return to town, and what
do they want? Well, now they demand
big cuts—big, beautiful cuts to: Medi-
care, nearly $1 trillion; Social Secu-
rity, half a trillion; education; Med-
icaid. That is what the deficit hawks
want because they have come to under-
stand that their big, beautiful tax scam
really is sending this country into a
huge deficit for years to come.

So here is what they propose to do:
Republicans will cut Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid to pay for their
tax scam. Says who? Says the Speaker
of the House. ‘“‘Ryan says Republicans
to target welfare, Medicare, Medicaid
spending in 2018, his words reported in
The Washington Post, December 6,
2017.

“Top Republicans are already talking
about cutting Medicare and Social Se-
curity next,” reported by Vox news,
December 20, 2017.

‘“House GOP Budget Plan Cuts Medi-
care and Social Security,” The Atlan-
tic.

“Trump Proposes to Cut Medicare
and Spend Big on Wall, Defense’’—his
budget. You heard some of my col-
leagues talk about this earlier.

So what did the tax scam bring us? A
raw deal—a raw deal for millions upon
millions of Americans.

We want to do it better. We want a
better deal for Americans. We can con-
trol prescription drugs if we had the
votes. We could allow the Federal Gov-
ernment to negotiate prices for drugs
given to or provided for Medicare re-
cipients, Medicaid recipients, and oth-
ers. We could do it. It is a simple law.

We can do an expansion. We can
maintain the expansion of the Afford-
able Care Act so that some 16 million,
18 million Americans could stay on
Medicaid around the country. In Cali-
fornia, 3.5 million Americans are po-
tentially going to lose their healthcare
insurance if the Republicans have their
way with Medicaid cuts.

That is a lot of people. That is a lot
of families that are not going to have
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insurance. The majority of children
now born in California and in many
other States are on Medicaid. We call
it Medi-Cal in California. So what of
them? What of those children? What
kind of a healthy start will they have?

Speaking of Healthy Start, it was
one of the programs that the President
proposed be cut. What sense does that
make? All so that the tax scam can
give $1.5 trillion to American corpora-
tions and to the 1 percent. Trickle-
down economics—oh, they said it
works. Really? They say it works. Does
it really work?

Well, let’s take an example. I talked
a moment ago about drugs. The most
expensive illnesses in this Nation are
dementia and Alzheimer’s. One dollar
out of every $5 spent by Medicare today
is spent for that. And as the baby
boomer population grows and a per-
centage of our population grows into
their later years, Alzheimer’s is going
to bust the bank.

One of the great American drug com-
panies, Pfizer, had a major Alzheimer’s
research program underway to look for
that miracle drug to understand what
Alzheimer’s is all about, how the brain
works or doesn’t work. So they re-
ceived a $3 billion or $4 billion tax re-
duction in the GOP tax scam. They im-
mediately turned around, terminated
the Alzheimer’s research program that
they were conducting, and spent the
money on stock buybacks and in-
creased dividends.

Do you know what that does? A stock
buyback will increase the price per
share because there are fewer shares
outstanding. Do you know who bene-
fits? You got it: the corporation execu-
tives, because their pay is based upon
an increase in the value of the stock—
not in more and better drugs, not in
hiring more people, not in more re-
search, but only by manipulating the
price of the stock earnings per share.

That is what the tax scam did, and it
is repeated all across this country. Oh,
I know, they promised a one-time
bonus, not an increase over the years
in the salaries and the wages paid to
workers, but a one-time bonus. Less
than 13 percent of the reduced tax ben-
efit to corporations has gone to pay for
salaries and wages.
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That is what the tax scam did. It is
the ultimate trickle down. The Demo-
crats want a better deal for America.
We have had enough raw deals. We
know that there is a possibility should
our proposals on infrastructure be
taken seriously by our Republican ma-
jority: programs such as PETER DEFA-
710’s A Penny for Progress, with seri-
ous infrastructure, over time putting
16 million people to work; programs
such as I proposed dealing with the ex-
port of natural gas and oil and that it
be on American ships—not all of it,
just a small percentage of it. We could
build 50 to 100 ships and put mariners
to work and, at the same time, provide
the necessary ocean transport for our
military.
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We need real Make It In America
policies, not something soft and fluffy,
but real, strong Make It In America
policies, so if we are going to spend
your taxpayer dollars, those taxpayer
dollars would be spent on goods and
services made in America.

How many years have I been talking
about Make It In America policies?

Through our efforts, we were able to
increase, a little bit, the percentage of
made in America for the highway dol-
lars. We are not where we ought to be.
We ought to bump that up to 80, 90, 100
percent so that we can really manufac-
ture once again in America.

All the talk of the President doesn’t
deal with this unless you write a law
that says your tax dollars will be spent
on American-made equipment and
services, not on stuff imported from
China. No.

We are going to continue to push the
Make It In America policy as one of
the elements of a better deal, a real
deal, and not a raw deal. You are going
to hear a lot about this in the days to
come. You will hear a lot about this in
the days to come because we believe
Franklin Delano Roosevelt when he
said the test of our progress is not
when we add more to the abundance of
those who have much.

The test of progress is an F grade
given to the President and to the GOP,
to my Republican colleagues, when
they passed the great tax scam of 2017
and gave a trillion dollars-plus to the
superwealthy, to the Wall Street bank-
ers, and to America’s big, wealthy cor-
porations that had so much gas they
didn’t know what to do with it before
there was a tax cut. So they give it
back to Wall Street.

The test of our progress is not when
we add more to the abundance of those
who have much—and here is where we
are as Democrats—it is whether we
provide enough. It is for those young
mothers out there who need maternity
care and who will deliver a baby on the
Medicaid programs across this Nation.
Those are the people we care about.

We want young men and women to
have a good education. I am sure the
superwealthy can take care of them-
selves. They don’t need a Pell grant.
They don’t need more. But I will tell
you that a child who, let’s say, is 16, 17,
ready to go to college and his father is
earning a minimum wage, there is no
way that family can support that kid
in college. He will take out a loan and
the Federal Government will rip him
off with an interest rate twice what the
Federal Government can borrow money
for.

The test of our progress is what we
do for those who have too little. That
is our mantra. That is how we see a
better deal for Americans. FDR was
right. We will work to see that it hap-
pens in America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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WELCOMING FRENCH PRESIDENT
EMMANUEL MACRON

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
3, 2017, the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. WILSON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as we begin this evening, I
want to begin in my service as co-chair
of the French Caucus to welcome Em-
manuel Macron, President of France,
to Washington.

South Carolina is especially appre-
ciative of France, with our shared her-
itage, particularly as we are very
grateful for the Marquis de Lafayette,
who was so vital in the American Revo-
lution and who actually began his serv-
ice landing in Georgetown, South Caro-
lina.

It is very significant. I have col-
leagues from South Carolina, North
Carolina, and even Florida. We are very
grateful to point out that, here in the
House Chamber, is an indication of the
affection the American people have for
France.

There are only two portraits here in
the House Chamber: President George
Washington and the Marquis de Lafay-
ette. So it is quite revealing that, in-
deed, there is great love and affection
for America’s first ally, and how excit-
ing it is that he has arrived here in
Washington. We are looking forward to
the joint session as he speaks to Con-
gress and the American people tomor-
row morning.

TAX REFORM

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Last
year, House Republicans made history
by passing the first meaningful tax
cuts in 32 years. The last time our Tax
Code was updated, “Top Gun’ was the
top movie, “The Oprah Winfrey Show”’
first aired across the Nation, and the
Dow Jones Industrial Average ended
the year at 1,895.

For context, today, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average is over 24,000 points,
which is an increase of nearly 8,000
points, which is a nearly 20 percent in-
crease since the day that President
Donald Trump was elected. From that
day, the stock market has had a re-
markable increase because of faith in
his business ability, his acumen, and, I
believe, the success that Republicans
would have to cut taxes, cut regula-
tions, and create jobs.

Despite how much our economy has
changed, we were still operating on a
tax structure designed in 1986. But last
year, House and Senate Republicans
came together, inspired by President
Donald Trump, to make the Tax Code
more fair, more simple, and less bur-
densome for the middle class, which
then, of course, yields to the increase
in the stock market, which benefits all
Americans.

I am grateful that families all across
America today are already seeing the
direct benefits of the Tax Cuts and
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Jobs Act, with the leadership of our
chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, KEVIN BRADY; the extraor-
dinary service of Speaker PAUL RYAN;
our leader, KEVIN MCCARTHY; our Con-
ference chair, CATHY MCMORRIS ROD-
GERS; and also our secretary of the
Conference, VIRGINIA FoxX of North
Carolina.

The jobs have been created in such a
remarkable way that African-American
unemployment is at the lowest level
since the Bureau of Labor Statistics
started tracking it in 1972. Hispanic un-
employment is the lowest it has ever
been recorded. The level of unemploy-
ment for American women is at the
lowest rate in over 20 years. It was re-
ported today that 14 States also have
record-low unemployment due to new
jobs by reducing regulations and taxes,
a positive agenda.

We are here to highlight stories from
across North Carolina and South Caro-
lina of everyday families and small-
business owners getting to keep more
of their own hard-earned income.

I will first yield to my good friend
Congressman RALPH NORMAN, who rep-
resents the Fifth District of South
Carolina. Congressman NORMAN was
just elected in a special election last
year, but already he has been here to
make a difference on behalf of the peo-
ple of South Carolina and the United
States. With his background as a real
estate developer, he and his wife,
Elaine, have proven how to create jobs.

Congressman RALPH NORMAN.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to tell you that the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act is working. It is working in
South Carolina’s Fifth Congressional
District, and it is working across the
country. It is working for individuals
and families who are seeing more
money in their paychecks each month,
and it is working for the companies
that are investing the savings from tax
reform into their employees.

Over the past few weeks, I have spo-
ken with and visited the businesses of
South Carolina that are putting these
savings right back into the local com-
munities. Early this month, LPL Fi-
nancial announced that they will be in-
vesting these savings into their em-
ployees by increasing its 401(k) match
to 75 percent and reducing the time for
new hires to qualify for this match by
6 months.

As Congressman WILSON said, this
personally touches 2,000 constituents in
the Fifth District of South Carolina.
That is 2,000 more families that now
have a greater opportunity to save and
see the light of a brighter future ahead.

Mr. Speaker, just today, I visited a
UPS store in Gaffney, South Carolina.
Because of tax reform, UPS has an-
nounced over $12 billion in investments
and an increase in pension funding.

During my UPS visit, I put on a uni-
form and assisted a delivery driver dur-
ing a ride-along. I heard directly from
the hardworking employees about how
this news will impact them and all of
their loved ones.
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I don’t think I speak just for myself
when I say that we want jobs to come
and stay in America. We want busi-
nesses to expand and to hire people in
our communities. By reducing tax
rates and simplifying the Tax Code, we
are allowing companies to make these
investments in their employees, in
their communities, and in growing
their businesses.

I look forward to continued opportu-
nities to learn, see, and talk about the
success of this tax reform. We promised
fairer taxes, higher wages, and more
jobs. As Congressman WILSON says, we
have delivered.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank the gen-
tleman for his citation about UPS. I
have had the same honor to put on the
brown uniform to deliver packages. I
found out something: the UPS employ-
ees—also FedEx, DHL, and others—are
remarkable people delivering Amer-
ican-made products to the American
people. What wonderful companies
these are, and what wonderful employ-
ees they are.

Now I would like to go over some of
the specific positive changes to our Tax
Code that occurred under the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act.

An average middle class family in
South Carolina will save $2,311 thanks
to the tax cuts.

The child tax credit was doubled. I
want to give a lot of credit because the
reason it was doubled was the great
work of our U.S. Senator TIM SCOTT,
working with Ivanka Trump Kushner.
This was their effort to work to make
this child friendly, family friendly,
looking out particularly for persons
who are single-parent households. The
child tax credit was doubled, from
$1,000 to $2,000, making it easier for sin-
gle mothers and new families to pro-
vide for their children.

The bill also removed the mandate
that required you to buy healthcare or
pay a penalty. So now people aren’t pe-
nalized by the government for not
being able to afford healthcare and
health insurance.

The standard deduction doubled to
$24,000 for married couples filing joint-
ly. This makes it simpler for couples to
file their taxes because they will use
the standard deduction and won’t have
to itemize their return.

Corporations that employ people cre-
ate jobs. Their tax cuts dropped from 35
percent to 21 percent. Time and time
again, I have heard from
businessowners who plan to use their
extra income to reinvest in the com-
pany, create jobs, provide bonuses, and
raise wages. When taxes are low, busi-
nesses thrive and jobs are created in
the Reagan tradition.

I am grateful for the leadership of
Speaker PAUL RYAN, House Ways and
Means Committee Chairman BRADY,
and I appreciate the opportunity of
working with them, in addition to
President Donald Trump, for delivering
meaningful tax relief to the American
people. They deserve it.
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